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SOUTHEAST CONFERENCE, UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 


September 1, 2020 


From the Moderator 


“And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some 
people do, but encourage one another, especially now 
...” (Hebrews 10:25, New Living Translation) 


It has been said “Necessity is the mother of invention.” 
Never has that statement been truer than in this 
COVID-19 pandemic. Out of necessity local churches 
and the Conference have had to adapt and resort to 
being creative in using technology to provide worship 
and conduct essential meetings. 


Because of the pandemic, the Conference was 

unable to conduct our Annual Meeting as planned this year in June in 
Montgomery, AL. Necessity has made us reschedule it as a totally virtual 
Annual Meeting for September 26, 2020, 10:30 am - 12:30 pm EST and 9:30 
am - 11:30 am CST. While this will be a shortened Annual Meeting, more 
than ever we need to “not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, 
but encourage one another, especially now...” 


A virtual Annual Meeting means traveling will not be an issue saving on cost 
and attending it is easier. Therefore, | am asking all of our churches and 
delegates to please mark it on your calendars and make plans to be a part 
of this 2-hour Annual Meeting. Please register on-line prior to our 
September 19 deadline. The registration cost for Annual Meeting this year 
is only $25. To register, go to our SEC UCC website and click on “Annual 
Meeting Website.” 


Included in this year’s shortened Virtual Annual Meeting is a time of 
worship, a greeting from Rev. Traci Blackman, UCC Associate General 
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Minister for Justice and Local Church Ministries, and essential Conference 
business. 


Of course, this Annual Meeting will conclude my tenure as Moderator and 
Board Chair. It has been a real honor and privilege for me to serve the 
Conference in this capacity. 


Yes, “Necessity is the mother of invention,” and out of necessity for our 
2020 Annual Meeting, we are blessed with technology to keep us from 
“neglecting our meeting together, ... especially now.” 


God bless you and please remember during this pandemic: wear a mask, 
wash your hands often and socially distance, because “God is still 
speaking,” and we care about one another. 


Pastor J R Finney II 


From the Generosity Coordinator 
by Min. Carrole Moss, Generosity Coordinator 


It's that time again! Cycle two of grant applications 
will be accepted this month for “Our Transforming 
Churches Transforming Lives” distribution of funds 
from our 2009 capital campaign. 


Please visit our website to view instructions on 
submitting a grant request and the information 
needed/necessary to be considered. PLEASE read 
and follow the guidelines and should there be 
questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out 
to me directly. I'm here to help. 


Applications will be received on September 8, 2020 @ 8:00 am and will end 
on October 20, 2020 at the close of the business day, 5:00 pm est. 


COVID-19 did not defeat us. We have learned new and innovative ways to 
make worship work, to stay connected, and to remain relevant during this 
pandemic!!! Romans 8:37-39 teaches: yet in all these things, “we are more 
than conquerors through Christ who loved us. For | am convinced that 
neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor 
the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” 


May we continue to blessed as we continue to do the work that we have all 
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been called to do. 
Continued blessings, as we CONTINUE TO JOURNEY, TOGETHER... 


News from the Conference Office 


, 


Crew $ [omnecfiom 


Our Calling to Reconcile the Beloved Community 


Southeast Conference Annual Meeting - September 26 
10 am Eastern / 9 am Central to 12 pm Eastern / 11 am Central 


Annual Meeting Registration Deadline is September 19! So far we have 44 
folks registered. We need 75! Click the link below to register TODAY! 


REGISTER ONLINE 
ANNUAL MEETING WEBSITE 
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You are invited to join the Virtual Choir for Annual Meeting. For more information, 
please watch the above video, or contact Min. Philip David Hill at 


Passing of the Peace Videos 


There is will time for your church to be visible during the “Passing of the 
Peace” at the beginning of our Annual Meeting Worship. Submit a 3-second 
video with a person saying, “Peace to you from (church name) located in 
(city/state).” This can be done during a regular zoom church gathering like a 
coffee hour, Bible study, youth group, kids time, etc. recording the group 
displayed in gallery view and waving, while one person speaks or ask 1-2 
people to use their camera on their phone or computer to send the 
message. 


Videos need to be emailed or texted by September 15 to Rev. Heather 
Fosburgh at hfosburgh@secucc.org. If you have questions about sending 
the video, you can also contact Heather at (404-719-6572). We hope to get a 
recording from each of our churches! 


Pre-Annual Meeting Zoom Meetings Being Held on 
September 21 and 24 


Do you have questions about the business at Annual Meeting (located on 
the Annual Meeting website under Agenda Items)? Questions about 
beginning the search for a new Conference Minister? Not sure how to use 
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the Zoom webinar? There are two Pre-Annual Meeting Zoom meetings set 
up for anyone to come and ask questions (you do not need to be a 
delegate). Meetings will be held on September 21 and 24 at 7:00 pm 
Eastern / 6:00 pm Central. Register for one or both sessions here. 


Needed: A Few Good Tech Stewards for our Annual 
Meeting 


Do you use Zoom a lot? Do you feel like you can answer questions about 
Zoom and help people log on? Are you available on September 26 from 
9:30 am/8:30 am Eastern/Central to 12 pm/11 am? If you answered yes to 
these questions, we need your help! We are looking to gather a small team 
of Tech Stewards for our Annual Meeting on September 26. Our Tech 
Stewards would be a resource to answer questions for people joining the 
Zoom Webinar such as “I cannot hear anything” or “Why can’t | unmute 
myself?” You would be a resource during our meeting to be able to 
troubleshoot basic Zoom questions. If you are available and interested, 
please email Heather Fosburgh at hfosburgh@seccc.org with your name, 
email, phone, and what devices you are comfortable troubleshooting Zoom 
oni.e. iPhone, PC, Tablet... 


Search for a New Conference Minister 


At the Annual Meeting, the delegates will vote whether to begin the search 
for a Full-time Conference Minister. Meanwhile, nominations are being 
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accepted for individuals interested in being considered as a member of the 
Search Committee. For more details about the search process and to 
complete a Nomination Form, read this article on our website. 
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Ecclesiastical Council for Haley Lerner 


The Southeast Conference’s Commission on Ministry invites you to the 
Ecclesiastical Council of Haley Lerner at 5:30 pm Eastern Time on 
September 29, 2020. Ecclesiastical Councils (ECs) are the last step in the 
process for both Members in Discernment and for Ministers transferring 
their credentials to the United Church of Christ from another denomination 
called the Privilege of Call. As part of the EC, you, members of the 
Southeast Conference, will have the opportunity to listen to the work of the 
Spirit, and vote to Ordain Haley Lerner. 


Haley serves as a Campus Minister at the Presbyterian Student Center at 
the University of Georgia. Haley grew up in the Philadelphia area but has 
called Georgia home for the past four years. She graduated from Candler 
School of Theology at Emory University with her Master of Divinity in 2019. 
She is a fervent justice-seeker and is particularly passionate about the 
pursuit of racial justice, immigrant and refugee advocacy, and LGBTQ+ 
inclusion in the Church. Haley is a member of Kirkwood United Church of 
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Christ and a Licensed Minister in the UCC. This EC will be online and you 
can register online. 


Communities of Practice: A New Program for Clergy 


For Specialized Ministers and Local Church Pastors, these covenantal 
groups provide support and accountability, while encouraging good habits 
and professional growth. Small groups (5-6) with a trained 

facilitator provide a place to share resources, experiences, and 
encouragement in a confidential setting. 


Whether you are new to ministry, new to the UCC, or have years of 
experience these groups are for you! The testimonies of those involved in 
Communities of Practice continue to praise the impact that groups have 
had on the personal and professional life of ministers. An article on 

our website provides more information about Communities of Practice and 
the possibility of becoming a facilitator or contact Char Burch 

at coburch@secucc.org. 


Clergy Zoom Connections for September 


e An Hour of Conversations and Prayer 
Tuesday, September (1, 8, 15, 22, 29) - 11:00 a.m. Eastern (10:00 a.m. 
Central) 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/479440102 
Special Clergy Zoom Focus - Sept. 8 - Advent/Christmas 
We do not know when things will change with the pandemic and when all 
local churches will be able to worship in-person. Even in-person worship 
will be different! Our Clergy Conversation via Zoom on September 8 will 
focus on sharing ideas of how to celebrate Advent/Christmas during the 
pandemic. All clergy are invited. 

e Especially for Specialized Ministers 
Tuesday, September 22 - 9:30 a.m. Eastern (8:30 a.m. Central) 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/354744689 

e Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 
Thursday, September 24 - 1:00 p.m. Eastern (12:00 Central) 
20 minutes of meditation with Celtic harp. Silent prayer and reflection 
following if desired, facilitated by Rev. Jean Norton. (For questions or 
to sign up for individual Therapeutic Harp Sessions, contact Jean 
at HeartSongjean@gmail.com.) 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/96976838422 


https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=01d4c5139f7be9d4d4ff4c6 3a&id=eeab18d494 Page 7 of 15 


SECUCC Conference Connection: September 1, 2020 


Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2020. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 


Week of September 6 


Community Congregational UCC; Montgomery, Alabama 
Michelle Calderon 

Michelle Holtmann 

Benjamin Rose 

Herbert Turner 

Anita Louise Hauenstein 


Week of September 13 


Oak Grove Congregational Christian; Pine Mountain, Georgia 
Pamela Canzater 

Richard Barnham 

Emily Bel 

Wayde Washburn 

Ginnie Ferrell 


Churches in Transition 


Central Congregational, Atlanta, GA; First Congregational, Savannah GA; 
Trinity Congregational, Athens AL; Open Table, Mobile AL; Rush Memorial, 
Atlanta GA; United Church of Cookeville, Cookeville TN; Brookemeade 
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Congregational, Nashville TN 


News from the Wider Church 


UCC Disaster Ministries: Recovering Hope 


The national UCC Disaster Ministries launched a dashboard in July titled 
“Recovering Hope.” It provides resources for churches with a heavy focus 
on emotional and spiritual care for pastors, chaplains and other church 
leaders, congregants, and vulnerable communities dealing with all natural 
and man-made disasters including the COVID-19 pandemic. Access these 
resources here: https://www.ucc.org/recovering hope. 


EXTRAVAGANT {Z vy 
GENEROSITY 


UNITED CHURCH 
) OF CHRIST 


Extravagant Generosity Video List 


Looking for some resources for your Stewardship/Generosity Team? Rev. 
Andrew Warner, UCC Generosity Outreach Officer has developed 14 short 
videos addressing subjects such as: Teach and Thank as you pass the 
Offering Plate; Stewardship of Hope; Why Pledge; Developing a Capital 
Campaign; Developing a Mission Aligned or Narrative Budget. Go to the 
UCC YouTube playlist (https://www.youtube.com/user/uccvideos/playlists) 
and click on “Extravagant Generosity.” 


Special Resource from the Southern Conference, UCC: 
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“21-Day Introduction to Race & Racism” 


The Rev. LaShauna W. Austria, Minister for Racial Equity and Social Justice 
of the Southern Conference, recently offered a “21-Day Introduction to 
Race & Racism.” This is for folks who are new to conversations about race 
and racism. It is a self-guided introduction to colonization, the history of 
race and skims the surface of systemic racism. Using a combination of 
Short videos and articles, it also includes questions for reflection. Thank you 
to Rev. Austria for allowing us to share it with you. To assess the resource, 
click here. 
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General Synod 33 - Virtual Event Survey 


The General Synod Program and Planning Team is already busy planning 
General Synod 33. The decision has been made to hold a virtual General 
Synod, due to COVID-19. Our planning team is reviewing virtual Synod 
formats and has developed a survey to collect input from previous General 
Synod attendees. The survey includes questions about participation 
interest/intent, the importance of various program elements, etc. We would 
like your honest feedback. While we will miss meeting in person, we are 
striving to stay connected and to provide our Synod attendees a meaningful 
Synod experience. 


To begin the survey, please click HERE. Or copy and paste: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7HSW83M into your internet browser. 
The survey should take about 10-15 minutes to complete. Deadline for 
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survey completion is September 15, 2020, at 11:59 pm EDT. Responses are 
anonymous. The full survey report will be shared with the General Synod 
Program and Planning Committee, United Church of Christ Board, and 
Officers of the Church. 


News from the Association of United Church Educators 


The latest newsletter from AUCE has a lot of good information, including: 


Looking at curriculum through the lens of diversity 

To Gather or Not? Preparing for Fall Programming 

AUCE Updates: Tuesdays for Nurture and Thursdays for the Soul 

New to the AUCE Website: Forming Faith For All summer resource lists 
AND Vibrant Faith Catalyst 

Featured Resource: Confirmation Curriculum Overview Chart 

e Much more... 


Read the newsletter here. 


News from our Local Congregations 
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Ellen Green Ordained at Lynnhurst Congregational 
UCC in Minneapolis 
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The Southeast Conference was grateful to celebrate the Ordination of Rev. 
Ellen Green on Sunday, August 30th via Zoom. Lots of love and support was 
given as over 60 people on Zoom worshiped and virtually laid hands on 
Rev. Green, sharing love and blessings over the internet. Since we could not 
collectively gather to lay on hands as is traditional in the Ordination rite, 
Rev. Green invited people to send their handprints which were draped over 
her during the service. 


It was a wonderful opportunity for people all over the country to participate 
in the service. This included the Rev. Kim Buchanan (formerly of Pilgrimage 
UCC in Marietta) preaching from Asheville, NC, members of the Southeast 
Conference participating from all five of our states, and Ellen’s family and 
friends from all over the country. 


Rev. Green was supported in her ordination processes by Pilgrimage UCC in 
Marietta. She has been called to serve as an Associate Pastor at Lynnhurst 
Congregational UCC in Minneapolis, MN where she has been serving as 
their Director of Children, Youth, and Families Formation. 


Training and Learning Opportunities 


CREATING eel TH Y 


Healthy Boundaries 201 Available Online in September 
by Carrole Moss 


We are pleased to announce that we will be hosting Healthy Boundaries 
201 VIRTUALLY on September 12th, 2020 and September 19th, 20 Both 
classes will begin at 8: 45 am and end at 12: 15pm. It is IMPERATIVE that 
you attend both sessions from start to end (just as in person training) in 
order to be certified. We have made an attempt to cover everything in 
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these sessions. Please remember that this is new to us as well as to you. 
We really appreciate your support. All of the information for this training is 
found on our website and available now. 


Should you have questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out to me 
directly, and | will be happy to assist in any way that | can. We are looking 
forward to this training and have attempted to make it convenient for all 
those in need of this training. 


Retired Servants Retreat Canceled for 2020 


The annual Retired Servants Retreat, a joint October event between the 
Southern Conference and the Southeast Conference, has been canceled 
because of the COVID-19 virus. However, look for next year’s event October 
4-6, 2021 at Blowing Rock Conference Center in NC. Dr. Randall Mishoe will 
be the keynote presenter and has recommended a book by Morton Kelsey: 
Dreams: A Way to Listen to God, which will be purchased for those who 
register for the retreat. 
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SIGN STUDIO 
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Virtual Choir Webinar Offered 


The Worship Design Studio, led by Dr. Marcia McFee, is partnering with 
Practical Resources for Churches (PRC) to provide a webinar series all about 
the basics of Virtual Choirs. The first webinar will coincide with the release 
of their new fully-scripted Advent series, "| Believe Even When.," Click here 
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to visit the webpage with information about the complete webinar series 
and to register for the first session on September 8th with Dr. Marcia 
McFee and Mark Miller. 


Conference Calendar 


Clergy Conversations via Zoom 
September 8 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 


Board of Directors Meeting 
September 10 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm EDT 


Healthy Boundaries 201 
September 12 @ 8:45 am - 12:15 pm EDT 


September 15 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 


PAM Team Meeting 
September 15 @ 5:00 pm - 6:30 pm EDT 


Commission on Ministry Meeting 
September 17 @ 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm EDT 


Healthy Boundaries 201 
September 19 @ 8:45 am - 12:15 pm EDT 


View the full calendar of events online: https://www.secucc.org/events/ 


Contact Us 


Conference Minister: Rev. Char Burch; coburch@secucc.org 


Assoc. Conf. Minister: Rev. Heather Fosburgh; hfosburgh@secucc.org 


Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; cmoss@secucc.org 


Director of Communications: Don Harris; dharris@secucc.org 
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